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As you can see on the cover of this issue, a group of
volunteers, donors and staff came together to make a
positive impact by building our new playscape. It truly

was a team effort from concept to reality, and now we
have a dedicated playground on our Royal Oak Campus for

the children we serve and the community at-large.

This is what we, Judson Center, Child Safe Michigan and you, our
Community of Caring, are all about, offering ideas and solutions to help
our neighbors of all ages live healthier and happier lives.

With You We Can... continue to be the change in our community.

There are so many ways to make a positive impact to help children who
need a safe place to call home, to have someone guide them, support
and nurture them through foster care, mentoring and adoption. 10 help
children and their families as they live with an autism diagnosis. To
help boys, girls and adults receive the care they need as they manage
their mental health diagnosis and help young adults with intellectual
and developmental disabilities find inclusion and independence in the
community.

Whether you give your time through volunteering, donating goods,
services or dollars, or are one of the individuals and families we serve,
thank you for your commitment to our mission. You are not waiting for
spmeone to make a difference, you are the difference. You are changing
lives, changing our community through action and advocacy and
providing a path 1o a brighter future for the nearly 7,000 children and
families we help each year.

Thank you for your compassion and commitment Lo our mission. Together,
we have and we will continue to help those in need succeed!

{.enora Hardy-Foster
President & CEO

mAThat an exciting time in our 93 year history at Judson Center. 1
am honored as Board Chair to serve this organization whose
mission has never wavered to help our community. I would
like to personally thank: our Commnity. of Caritig, made up of
invaluable supporters; volunteers, strong board leadership and
a top notch staff who understand the work we do, the lives we
change and how our imprint extends beyond a moment of time,
but for a lifetime, Judson Center’s future is definitely bright!”
~ Richard D, DiBartolomeo; Chairman, Board of Trustees

wwivjudsoncenterorg 410



Judson Center - AUTISM CONNECTIONS

With You We Can... make a difference at any age.

Spring time brings warmer weather
and new beginnings, but for others, itis
March Madness timel

For Chase, a big time basketball
fan, who always looks forward
to March Madness, it was a great
opportunity to make a difference in
the community. Chase’s twin brother,
Carter, has autism and receives ABA
{(applied behavior analysis) therapy at
Judson Center’s Autism Connections.
And, if you ask Chase about Carter, he
will tell you that he loves spending time
with him, he looks out for him and they
even play his favorite sport together,
basketball.

So when his Junior Optimist Club
at High Meadow Elementary in
Farmington Hills was looking for ideas
for a class project, Chase had the perfect
idea that combined his love for his
brother, basketball and the opportunity
to give back, all in good fun.

Chase recommended that his school
participate in Battle of the Grades,
based off of March Madness, for a very
friendly competition to raise money

and awareness for Judson Center’s
Autism Connections. “Chase is so
inspired by his brother Carter that I am
not surprised he came up with this idea.
Judson Center has been a big part of our
entire family’s lives,” shared Sharon,
Chase’s mom.

The Junior Optimist Club members all
agreed that this was a great idea, as
they never fundraised for an autism
charity before. To have the entire school
embrace Battle of the Grades, they
decided to have a friendly competition
between all the grades, kindergarten
through fourth, asking for coin
donations. Chase developed the three
week bracket for the entire school with
kindergarten vs. first grade, second vs.
third grade and fourth vs. fifth grade.
The classes competing against each
other with the most donations advanced
to the next round. “It was great to see
how the entire school embraced Battle
of the Grades, which held a kickoff in
the school auditorium”, shared Sharon.
At the end of the three weeks, two
classes remained in the competition -
kindergarten vs. fourth grade.

¥ www.judsoncenter.omg
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{ I consider Autism Connections
Ailike a family and for one of

our own: families’ voung soniit
choose us as the recipient for
his school’'s Rindraiser, I, along
with ouir entire team, was so
honored: Thank you Chase, ‘the
Tonnies, family and the Junior
Optimist Club ab High' Meadow
Elementary. Your thoughtfulness
and generosityis truly appreciated
and will make such'a diffe

shared Ann Patronik, Direct
atism Connections

“l was so impressed how the kids
really got into and supported their
version of March Madness. One little
boy in the kindergarten class just kept
bringing in rolls and rolls of quarters.
In the end, the fourth graders won and
their top prize was a popsicle party
and extra recess time, which they also
shared with the runner up class, the
kindergartners. Battle of the Grades
was about giving back, not about
winning and losing, but helping other
children with autism,” shared Sharon.

“We raised $1,010 for autism, and my
goal was to teach kids that they can
make a difference in their communities
at any age,” stated Chase, age 10.




With You We Can... hire people with all abilities.

Since 1986, Judson Center’s Vocational Services program helps employers meet their staffing needs with a
virtually untapped, motivated, and dependable workforce.

=
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Preconceived concerns
avernoe hre. Iweek 4 about hiring workers
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rer employee

F""I/Zm,_ | 42/0 higher

employed workers :
with 1DD for more | 8 than challenges actually

than 10 years experienced employing them. J

If you have an employment opportunity through your company or interest in the employment related
services through Judson Center’s Vocational Services programs, please contact
Brad Ewing at 248.837.2087 or bradford_ewing@judsoncenter.org,




£ Judson Center - MENTAL HEALT

With You We Can... mend the mind, break the stigma.

“I have hope. I am now out in
the community, talking with
people and advocating for
myself.”

For three years, Steven* has
been receiving help from
Judson Center’s Mental Health
Services QOutpatient Program.
This program offers traditional

and crisis driven therapy
interventions to children,
adolescents, and adults like
Steven, who need support with
managing  their  emotional,
behavioral, and/or mental

illnesses that are impacting their
quality of life.

When Steven came into care,
he knew it was time to receive
help, and he was ready for it, as
his struggles had taken over his
life. He received his diagnoses
which included anxiety and
depression. Through therapy
and a support network which
includes his therapist, a peer
support specialist (an individual
who progressed in their own
recovery from a substance or
mental health disorder and

works to assist other individuals
with chemical dependency or a
mental health disorder to help
them get on the road to recovery
as well), and resources of two
support groups, Steven is not the
same young man he once was.

“Steven is persevering from the
trauma he endured earlier in
his life. All the small steps he
has made in the last three years
are adding up. I along with
our entire team, have seen a
difference in Steven. He is more
engaged. A few years back, he
would not even call us to make
an appointment. Now he not
only calls, but he also makes
small talk with our receptionist
whenever he comes in for an
appointment. In the past, Steven
did not like to be in public or
out in the community, but with
the help of his Peer Support
Specialist, Carrie Beranek, he
is learning how to navigate
public transportation, and above
all, how to be involved and
present in his own life. Actions
and activities that many of us
take for granted are all major
accomplishments for Steven,”
shared Erin O’Connor, LLMSW,
Outpatient Therapist.

Excerpt from Stevens* poem,
Puddles of Depression

They tell me not to listen to
the noises | swear | hear.

On my floor, a light pitter
patter, like someone flicking
the door...

Empty, like my room...like my
bed, so | tried listening to
everything they said...

Tell yourself it will get better,
that the water is half full in
that cup, that once you’ve hit
rock bottom, you can only go

up...

But | stitl hear these noises,
just now with a different sound,
it sounds like there is a splash,
and is echoing ali around.

*Name and phota have been clianged to protect privacy.




Judson Center -

With You We Can... open hearts and homes.

“This year marks our third wedding
anniversary, and during those years,
we have been on quite the journey. We
knew we always wanted children and a
big family so after we were married, that
is what we focused on - building our
family.

We discussed having our own children
first and then possibly adopting later
down the road. However, we believe
God had other plans for us. After a year,
we looked into adepting sooner than
expected, but the more we researched,
the more we learned about foster care
and were beginning to realize that
this might be the best
tit for us at this point in

our lives. Even though
we weren’t completely
convinced we were up for
everything that fostering §
was about, we began our
journey down that road.

After plenty of research
in the summer of 2015, we
started the licensing process through
Judson Center in September. Two
months later we had a big surprise;
we were pregnant. Funny how things

happen! However, we decided to continue
on with becoming foster parents. After
many more months we were finally
licensed on March 8, 2016 and received
three different calls for children within
the next 24 hours. It was the last call that
seemed right for us; two sisters needed a
home, ages seven and three. We said yes
and picked them up three days later while
being 6 months pregnant!

Even though we had a whirlwind of aweek
where our lives were drastically changing,
from the first day the girls arrived, we
knew it was right. They were and continue
to be sweet, kind, and just full of life. All
they needed was a family to guide them
and make them feel safe and loved.

Fast forward to May 2017 and we could
not be happier as a family of five. We have
a happy and healthy 11 month old baby
boy who adores the girls, and the feeling
is mutual. We are now in the process of
adopting the girls and cannot wait to
officially call them our own. We could not
imagine our lives being any different and
would not want to. It was truly meant to
bel

fiThere is such a need for
§foster parents. There are
hildren who need a home,
i hug, and just love. This
@ is also why we decided
@l |0 become foster parents
for respite care — where
foster  care  children
need a place to stay for
a short amount of time.
' This allows us to look at
our hectic schedule and decide if we can
squeezce in one or two more children for a
week or Jong weekend for some extra love
and hugs.

“It is clear that they
love and care for their
children very much,
They are exemplary
foster parents and it
has been a pleasure
to work with them.”
Angie Miriani, Adoption
Specialist

If you or someone you know has ever
considered foster care, we would
recommend being open about it
and take that initial step to just look
into it. It never hurts to gain more
information before making any
decision in life. Yes, there is a lot
of paperwork and training, but it is
worth it. Do notlisten to any negative
perceptions and misunderstandings
of foster care. Educate yourself, talk
to other foster families as well as
Judson Center. They have been so
supportive to us during our two year

journey.

Long story short, foster care changes
your life, but changesitin an amazing
way.” Erin and Justin, Foster Parents

To learn more about becoming a foster parent, please contact Judson Center at:
313.255.8272 or foster_care@judsoncenter.org.

www.ijudsoncentenorgs
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No matter what season it is, there will always be a need
in the community to support children, adults and families.

For 93 years, Judson Center has built a strong foundation
of helping our neighbors have a brighter future.

Who better to share just that, than the families we are helping.

“He found a tangible way to improve foster children’s
lives... to change their stories.” Judson Center foster and now
adoptive parent, Chris Larime referring to a donor's gift of
bikes for his children,
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With your support today, we will continue to ; 1
Y 1PPOTL FoedY, Mail the enclosed envelope ‘

change hopelessness to happiness.
A gift today is transformational. Each dollar

G

ey S
will make a difference. Ig f»ﬂlﬁrlka Jones at 248.837. 2052
ust ask Jennifer, Chris and Eric. - i‘iﬁﬁﬁz’z?:z?:
) . _2 Email erika _jones@judsoncenter.org

) wwwijudsoncenterorg
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an afffliate of (4 Judson Center

(9€) Mentor Connection

“1 am so thankful that
Dominic was-enrolled in
Child Safe’s Mentoring
Program. Tom has been:
a blessing to not only
Pominic, but the entire
family,.  Dominic' has
blossomed: in his school
work: He enjoys

bhecause he feels Tom is
there for

himy and if he
is having a bad day, he
can'call Tom' just to hear
encouraging words: Toin,
also. will include’ the
other kids in our family.
I'waould like to say thahk
you,/" shared Dominic’s
Crandma.

And. simply put Dby
Pominie himself “Tom is
cool!”

With You We Can...shape a mind, shape a future.

Mentoring can change a young
person’s path. There are so many
benefits in having a healthy, supportive
relationship with a mentor, and this is
especially true for children involved in
the child welfare system.

The children in this program need
additional support and guidance from
someone outside of their immediate
family.  Mentors have the ability
and opportunity to change a young
person’s path to one of success through
guidance, support and friendship.

Child Safe Michigan’s Mentoring
Program matches children, ages 7
to 23, with adults in the community

-

If youarein restcd in making a positive impact on a child, just like Tom, and would Inke_l

who share similar interests and live in
the same area. This program shows
children we serve that there is someone
who cares, someone who will listen, and
someone who will help them through
this uncertain time in their lives.

“Dominic has always been a sweet and
quiet little boy. During his interview
and match meeting he was a little shy,
but Tom was great about getting him
to come out of his shell. I knew from
that point on it was going to be a good
match.

Since that day, Tom has always been
a shoulder to lean on for Dominic. A
great supporter full of encouragement.

Dominic has enjoyed many adventures
with Tom, from Ffre truck rides,
attending the auto show to fishing! Tom
also helps Dominic with schoolwork
and reading, and works with him to get
him genuinely interested in learning
about different subjects rather than just
completing homework. Tom is much
more than a mentor to Dominic, he is
a friend to Dominic and his family. 1
can see this match making a difference
and building up Dominic’s self-worth,
as he becomes a confident young man.”
Jennifer Brubaker, Mentoring Program
Supervisor

earn more about mentoring,

please contact Jennifer Brubaker at 248.554.6410 or jbmbake:ﬁ'cluldsafmmchrgan Org.

www,judsoncenter.org
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This group had fun creating their own “pop Up” auction item that sold for $23,0001
L ; i

LEGENDS OF

TOMORROW GALA

On Saturday, June 3rd, Child Safe
Michigan hosted its Legends of
Tomorrow Gala and it was the most
successful Gala to date, raising over
$450,000!

Chaired by SuSu Sosnick and
Christine and David Colman, over

300 guests including supporters,
friends and board members e A

enjoyed an evening full of mission, - AN

where two of Detroi’s own legends  RrimChrElemeircl
were honored, Sandy Pierce of Safe Michigan board members) enjoying
Huntington Bank and Paul W. Smith the VIP Reception.
of WJR Radio, at the Townsend -
Hotel in Birmingham.

Event Chairs Christine (Child Sale
Michigan board mesber) and David
Colman take the stage

s -

T year’s theme, Legends Of I would like to th’ank everyone
who supported this event, and

Tor’?ormw' truly resonated to what Ol N mah most importantly, . supported
Child Safe works to do every day : - ENI foster care children. [t was a fun
with our community, focus on RN |
foster care children and help them - o , foster carechildrenwha think they:
become true Legends of Tomorrow. : gl ove alone and have no support.
. This is fav from the truth as we
The recorld-breakmg procee.ds from LSt . ~ had' a record year of attendance |
the evening will help Child Safe L S | < and giving. Thank you!” shared |
continue to serve children in their . 4 : - Keith Pomeroy, Board Chairman,

foster care, adoption and mentoring Child Safe Michigan.
Emcee and longtinie Child Safe supporter |3
programs. Jennifer Hammond with Barry Wilson,

e e E——

N AT -
L ) wwwijudsoncenterorg
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Cosrdinator, volu : i 3

lncoming y donations in the Wish R

For more information aboul
Peggy Kerr at 248.837.2019 or
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Jones Lang LaSalle and GM Warr
alled ournew playscape!

who tirga
crealing a
help raise funds for G

volunteering, please contact
peggy Kernt@judsoncenter.org.
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CommYOUmt of Caring

On "qu:%*fé ova‘ 150 supporters of B
teart, mission |

2017 Great Ambassador Award:
James and Jeraldine Poe

Judson Center COO Susan Salhaney, Judson
Center Presidenl & CEO Lenora Hardy-

Foster, Kathryn Rowland, Pasl Board Chair

Jim Poe, Jeraldine Poe, Marissa Poe and
Tammy Poe (lelt to right),

2017 Great Corporate
Ambassador Award:
Brooks Kushman

Registered Patent Ageat Stephanie Manslield,
President & Chairman Mark Cantor, Altorney
Brian Doughty, Legal Assistanl Sandra Davis,
Patent Searching Manager Monica Frobese,
Office Statt L), Brooks and Alorney Frin
Bowles wilth Judson Center President and
CEO Lenora Hardy-Foster (Jeft Lo right),

2017 Great Champion Award:
Stamper Facility Management

Judson Center President & CEO Lenora
Hardy-Foster, Stamper Management CEO
Todd Slamper with his dad Ken Stamper
and Judson Center and Child Sate Michigan
loster Care Navigator Melissa Covell (lefl Lo
right).

"2017 Volunteer of the Year Award:

MSU Alumni Association

Judson Center Volunteer Manager Pegyry
Kerr, Judson Cenler President & CEQ Lenora
Hardy-Foster with MSU Alumni members
Saral Brelz, Steven Culp, Kyle Curlew and
Pamela Jones (lelt o right).

2017 Great Foundation
Ambassador Award:
Michigan Health
Endowment Fund

A very special dedication was held in
memory of Sean Taglione, who we served
in our Aulism Conneclions program. His
family has been supporlers of Judson
Center for many years, with a most recent
giftin Secan’s memory to our new playscape
and swingset.

Judson Cenler President & CEO Lcnmn
Hardy-Foster, Sluplwn Laglione,  Donna
Taglione, Michael Taglione, Ann Taglione,
Paul Brakora, Judson Center Board Memben
Maoranne Brakora with Malthew  Brakora
(left 1o right).

www.jndsoncenter.org
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TEAM AUTISM
for
JUDSON CENTER

Our presenting sponsor, JRD Systems, Inc,,
invites you to join us at the

DETROIT FREE PRESS/
CHEMICAL BANK
MARATHON

J OI n us ' _ | Sunday, October 15, 2017

7:00 a.m.
Detroit, MI
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JRD SYST

Thank You to Our Committee!
Rajesh Bihani, Sitha Hoeung,
Jennifer Krausman, Sarah Lafriniere,
Stephanie Mansfield, Mike Palmer,
Elizabeth Scussel

ation informationyisit
nt rorglevents.
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MORE OPPORTUNITIES
TO GET INVOLVED...

Corporate Golf Challenge -
25th Anniversary Celebration
July 10, 2017

Franklin Hills Country Club
Franklin, MI

SET { Set Sail for Autism
o July 22,2017
| Byt Fort Gratiot Lighthouse
Port Huron, MI

Child Safe Michigan’s Pull! For Kids
Sporting Clays Tournament
September 21, 2017

Detroit Gun Club

Walled Lake, MI

Judson Center’s Rock Gala
October 14, 2017

MGM Grand Detroit
Detroit, MI

TEAM AUTISM for JUDSON CENTER
presented by JRD Systems, Inc.
October 15, 2017

Detroit Free Press/

Chemical Bank Marathon

Detroit, MI

North American International
Auto Show Charity Preview
January 19, 2018

Cobo Center

Detroit, M1

If you have any questions about
the golf outing or sponsorship packages av

please contact Nick Papadasat
248 554.6361, or nick. p1pmhs@;udﬁoucenler'or

wivwjndsoncenterong
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No child should ever go through life as a lone bassist,
a solo drummer or the only New Kid on the Block. We
have seen the amazing strides kids have made when
they have a Rockstar like YOU in their corner.

On Saturday, October 14, 2017 Gala Chairs
Steve Hill and Heather and David Mingle invite you to
Be Someone’s Rockstar at the MGM Grand in Detroit
for the 34™ Annual Judson Center Gala.

Step out in your stylin’ jeans, hip blazer or as your
favorite icon! You and your guests will enter through
the Stairway to Heaven to rock the night away with
live bands, custom cocktails, silent and live auctions,
and most importantly being a part of changing a
child’s life in the most positive way possible.
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If you have any queéstions about the Judson Center Rock Gala or sponsorship packages available,
pléase contact Nick Papadas at 248.554.6361, or nick._papadas@judsoncenter.org,
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